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MISSISSIPPI EVENT 


‘Trump 
praises 
rights 
activists 


But protests 
ereet his visit 
to new museum 


By Darlene Superville 
The Associated Press 


JACKSON, MISS.» President Don- 
ald Trump paid tribute Saturday 
to the leaders and foot soldiers of 
the civil rights movement whose 
sacrifices help make the United 
States a fairer and more just coun- 
try, although protests surround- 
ing his visit to Mississippi laid 
bare the stark divisions among 
Americans about his commitment 
to that legacy. 

As Trump gazed at an exhibit 
on Freedom Riders at the new 
Museum of Mississippi History 
and the Mississippi Civil Rights 
Museum, demonstrators near the 
site held up signs that said, “Make 
America Civil Again” and “Lock 
Him Up.” Some shouted, “No 
Trump, no hate, no KKK in the 
USA.” 

Trump spent about 30 minutes 
at the museums, gave a 10-minute 
speech to select guests inside and 
then flew back to his Florida es- 
tate, skipping the public schedule 
of the dedication ceremony held 
outside on a chilly day. He spent 
more time getting to Jackson than 


COLORADO DIVIDE 


Rural areas try to 
stop the bleeding 


$1 rents and med-school help may only 
be Band-Aids in keeping docs, nurses 


he did on the ground. 
TRUMP » 12A 


Art Brubaker, far left, a volunteer EMT for Crowley County Ambulance, and Justin Grafel, a volunteer driver, transport a 
resident who was having seizures to the vehicle last month in Ordway. Alfonso Rios, also a volunteer EMT, opens the 


ambulance door. The patient was transported to the hospital in La Junta. RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post 
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DRY CALIFORNIA 
BRACES FOR “THE 
NEW NORMAL’ 


As firefighters make progress in 
California, the danger still looms. 
Well into the wet season, there 
has been nary a drop of rain. 
“This is the new normal,” Gov. 
Jerry Brown warns. »2A 


PERSPECTIVES 


TECHNOLOGY WENT 
FROM ALLURING 
TO THREATENING 


By John Ingold The Denver Post 


ORDWAY» 
nside Karen Tomky’s small med- 
ical office, the fourth patient of 
the day lifted up his snap-button 
shirt to reveal a liver-colored 
smear of a bruise. 

“Tt was a heifer,” David Ragsdale said 
of the cow that trampled across his 
back. “She wouldn’t go in the chute. She 
came over top of me.” 

Tomky, a nurse practitioner, looked 
at the bruise without alarm. 

“Oh, man,” she said, “I hate that. It’s 
like slow-motion when they hit you.” 

In a career spent caring for one of 
Colorado’s poorest and most rural 
counties, Tomky is accustomed to sur- 
prises. On any given day, she might 
treat colds or broken bones or addic- 


About the series 

This is part of an occasional series 
examining the issues, values and 
attitudes that can leave rural and 
urban residents feeling they live in 
two Colorados. 


Read previous installments at 
http://dpo.st/colodiv 


walked into her office in the midst of 
heart attacks or labor. One time, a farm- 
er came in with an amputated finger, 
blood spurting across the tile floor. 
She grew up here in Crowley County, 
the daughter of a cattle rancher on the 
southeastern plains, but she didn’t in- 


Lake City when she received a letter 
from the county’s doctor urging her to 
come home and join the doctor’s prac- 
tice. 

“You will be missed in Utah,” the let- 
ter said, “but you will make a difference 
here.” 

That was 30 years ago. 

There are no doctors in Crowley 
County anymore — typical ofa drain of 
medical providers across rural Ameri- 
ca that has left people outside of metro 
areas with shorter life spans and higher 
rates of disease. Instead, over an ex- 
panse of 800 square miles, there is only 
Tomky and her small staff. 

Her days begin near dawn. Her lunch 
hours clutter with paperwork. Her 
phone sometimes buzzes in the middle 
of the night — because she’s the county 
coroner, too. 


This has been a year of tion or chronic disease. Patients have tend to stay. She was working in Salt DOCTORS» 6A 
reckoning with the extreme 
downsides of technology. »1D 
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in Respiratory Care 


Breathing Science is Life: 


Our research and innovative treatments help people 
with breathing problems get back to breathing easy. 
Learn more at njhealth.org/usnews. 
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